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these two men forced upon Europe the sense that
there was an Irish people with a long history. Yet it
was scarcely realised that two of their contemporaries,
having very different standing in Europe, were also
Irish. The popular idea of an Irishman, say in 1820,
left out of sight Wellington and Castlereagh. Yet
Parnell, who did more than any one man to carry
the Irish people to freedom, was of the same strain
and type as these. Nor did popular imagination take
any account of the hard intellectual fibre and the fierce
tenacity which was to be found in many individuals
of the Irish people in the South no less than in
the North, among Catholics no less than among
Protestants.
If one is trying to picture what the Irish people have
been like and how they were situated in times that
we regard as modern, it must be realised that there
is a sharp dividing line in the middle of the nineteenth
century. Ireland before the great famine is one
picture ; Ireland after it, another. Taking the first,
no country in history ever presented a simpler division
between the rich and the poor, the gentry and the
peasantry. The popular conception of an Irish
gentleman showed him gallant, reckless, supple-
tongued, witty, and for the most part in financial
straits. That of an Irish peasant pictured a mass of
contradictions : a mixture of simplicity and cunning,
faithfulness and treachery; kindly, yet murderous;
and in religion superstitiously devout. One thing
was recognised as common to gentleman and peasant—
a total disregard of law. Yet this was a varying
standpoint. The Irish gentleman regarded himself as
above the law, the peasant as outside it.
Those who desire to fill in and to correct the picture
of this dead and buried Ireland will find the best
material in Miss Edgeworth's novels. Castle Rackrent
simplifies itself to a presentment of the extreme
types, seen with humour based on knowledge. Other
studies of hers are much more detailed and documented,

